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                           FROM THE COMMANDING OFFICER  

                       Adm. Linda Smith - Starfleet SFDPP Certified 

    Hello! And welcome to the May issue of our 

newsletter. It’s hard to believe that it’s been a month 

since the Anniversary Party and I MISS it! After 

planning, replanning and replanning it for two years with 

four postponements I feel like it should still be there … 

waiting to actually happen. But I’m really glad it’s NOT 

and that we finally had the party and it was so much fun. 

It will be a hard party to follow. 

    We’re beginning a new season. Spring is such a 

wonderful time for new beginnings and we’re starting all 

over again with baby steps posting meetings back at the 

Madison Heights Library starting in June and July. Our May meeting will also be 

‘in person’ at the Sugar Mill pavilion. After two full years I just can’t get enough 

of seeing you guys face-to-face.  

    We’re also moving ahead with plans for our Annual Charity Auction on 

August 20. I’ve sent out the first mailing to our previous auction guests telling 

them the auction is ON for this year and how much we look forward to seeing 

them face-to-face again, too. We already have several really nice auction 

donations and it feels like HOME again on the Heimdal. This means that we will 

have to begin canvassing for auction donations as soon as possible. That was always 

a chore that I dreaded but after the past two frightening and unpleasant years, I just 

don’t mind so much. 

    OK … we have a lot to tell you so let’s put this space puppy in gear and WARP ON to what’s happening aboard the 

Heimdal. 

   I found this old photo of me recruiting at the Plaza Theater during the run of Star Trek III: The Search for Spock and 

thought I’d include it just for fun. 

                               

Me doing a little Heimdal recruiting in 

1984 … WOW! 

mailto:heimdalco@aol.com


 
                          FROM THE OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

XO, Chief Science Officer, Adm. Willy Smith – Starfleet SFDPP Certified 

     I thought long and hard about what to write this XO message about and it came to me that 

I’m so fortunate or rather blessed to have taken the roads to be a part of this Heimdal group.  

Bud Walker’s article last month reminded me of MY entrance to the following Star Trek 

movie he described but I skirted those crazy FANatics only to be 

given a flyer later and joined STARFLEET and Hiemdal (that 

was the spelling then). I enjoyed the club from newsletters and the 

cool stuff STARFLEET sent me when renewing and I finally got 

the courage to go to Linda’s home and watch TNG first runs. Was 

talked into washing cars and found out we had a cool bunch of 

people and a few strange ones.  This was the 80’s 

    I later went to RoVaCons, then to bigger cons in Baltimore, 

Ohio and a few down south.  Watched “fan run” conventions be 

taken over by big name companies and end, but all the time meeting new regional people, still 

washing cars, typing for our BIG newsletter The Rainbow Bridge and helped put it together.  I 

found out that our Captain wasn’t Kenny Proehl when I took OTS, but rather Commodore 

Linda Neighbors (“Who is the Captain of your chapter?”)… yeah, I took it literally. 

     Linda has paid for the paper, postage, places to hold events and finally profitable auctions 

for so many things that it would take me hours to even come close to list while other chapters 

have a hard time staying together and doing things.  Linda has always felt it was important to 

have interesting meetings.  Then there was the summer of getting our nonprofit status which 

led us to where we are today, almost like a business. 

   If you’ve made it this far, you’re probably wondering where I’m going, so I’ll get on with 

it.  I’ve just glazed over my approximate 12,000 days with the Heimdal and STARFLEET.  I 

am still amazed at the feeling of friendship or maybe even family we have and that people 

volunteer to do things that doesn’t profit them at all … if the world could only do that a little 

and be like the Heimdal, what an wonderful place this would be. 

     Some are content to stay with us as I started to do back in 1987 … as an observer, and if I had taken that road I would 

have missed out on so much. Some are continuing to stay with us by correspondence because that’s their only option and 

they are important contributors and are a part of what holds us together.  You know who you are … 

   The pandemic has made it obvious what we’ve been missing BUT it has also made us aware of what we really have.  

 

       FROM THE DESK OF THE SECOND OFFICER 
               RAdm. Carl Davis, 2nd Officer’s Report May 2022 

    The month has flown by as I took on the additional tasks related to caring for a spouse 

who underwent bionic surgery. Bonnie had a total hip replacement and I’ve been on 

volunteer duty as caretaker. There is nothing to make one appreciate all that a spouse does 

as well as to find oneself filling the things left undone. To suddenly be thrust into 

becoming solo caregiver/nurse/homemaker has given 

me a greater appreciation of all the things that I may 

take for granted on occasion. I consider myself to be 

more sensitive and appreciative than the average guy 

(whatever that is) but after two weeks of doing 

double duty I am worn to a proverbial frazzle. 

    Thankfully healing has been quick and she is 

doing well. Thanks to all who have had her in your prayers. Hopefully she will soon 

be given a green light to drive and get away from the walker and onto a cane. She 

has been a trooper through the ordeal and wants to return to normal duty as soon as 

possible but healing still takes a while even when something as serious as a hip 

replacement is done as an outpatient procedure. Wouldn’t it be nice if modern 

medicine had some of the inventions of Star Trek with Cellular Regenerators and 

thingies that heal scars in seconds? Until then we’ll just have to make the most of 

what we have and be thankful for them. 

Willy downtown during our 

Riverviews celebration of Star 

Trek’s 50th Anniversary in 2016 

This isn’t Bonnie but is what a hip 

replacement looks like on x-ray 



 

MEETINGS AND COMMITMENTS 

MAY MEETING 

    The May Heimdal meeting will be May 21 starting at 

6:30 p.m. This will be an ‘in person’ meeting at the Sugar 

Mill Subdivision Recreation Area pavilion. The meeting 

will also be on ZOOM. 

    Our meeting guest speaker is a special person and a 

special friend, Richard Heim. Richard is the Starfleet 

Science Division Director and is also a renowned 

Meteorologist and Climatologist who speaks internationally 

about climate change. He is pretty amazing. 

    Richard will be speaking to us about climate change and 

will be presenting an elaborate power point that he has put 

together especially for us. Unfortunately, Richard is unable 

to be with us ‘in person’ but has forwarded the power point to 

Willy and we will be showing it on the Heimdal’s screen at the 

pavilion. Richard WILL be there with us on ZOOM explaining 

the power point. Here is what Richard said about his presentation: 

   In the presentation, I'll be talking about climate change in 

general (what has climate been doing over the last several 

decades and why is it important), data bases we use at NCEI 

(National Centers for Environmental Information) for 

monitoring climate, and then the area I specialize in (which is 

drought monitoring, I'll focus especially on the drought in the 

western US).  I had put this presentation together back in 

February, so the maps and graphs don't include what has 

happened since then (but I can talk about that during the talk).  

I just don't have time to update everything at this time. 

    Feel free to bring a friend. 

    Everyone may bring individually wrapped refreshments and 

small, individual drinks to share. We still will not be baking stuff or bringing large bags of chips that people may reach 

into with their hands. We’re continuing to be VERY careful in the face of ongoing COVID variants.  

    Darrell Millner will be our ZOOM Coordinator for the evening. Here are the ZOOM coordinates: 

 

The USS Heimdal is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Topic: 202205.21 Heimdal May Zoom 

Time: May 21, 2022 06:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84008685961?pwd=dkpqZ05Hbk05MXNDc2xXbUlDU1dUdz09 

     Meeting ID: 840 0868 5961   

     Passcode: security 

 

                                              APRIL MEETING 

   We didn’t have one!!! Instead we had our wonderful 38th Anniversary Celebration, which 

was postponed 4 times and 2 years. Now that it’s over it seems like something is missing after 

waiting for it for so long. I guess we’ll just have to start looking forward to the 39th.  

 

HEIMDAL PEOPLE 

 

STARFLEET ACADEMY GRADUATES 

    CONGRATULATIONS to Zak Lyon for taking and passing these two SFA courses. Way to go, 

Zak!     

    Received a grade of HONORS for CSO-101 - Flight Operations from the School of IOSTS - 

College of Starship Operations (IOMS:COSO) completed on Apr 22, 2022 

Richard Heim at work … 

 

   Richard at a Region One Summit 

https://search.aol.com/click/_ylt=AwrE19nIxmlihbQAZTNpCWVH;_ylu=Y29sbwNiZjEEcG9zAzEEdnRpZAMEc2VjA3Ny/RV=2/RE=1651128137/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2fwww.ncei.noaa.gov%2f/RK=0/RS=.9QfxLGZChrXqdJ5ND3MUS1XB50-
https://search.aol.com/click/_ylt=AwrE19nIxmlihbQAZTNpCWVH;_ylu=Y29sbwNiZjEEcG9zAzEEdnRpZAMEc2VjA3Ny/RV=2/RE=1651128137/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2fwww.ncei.noaa.gov%2f/RK=0/RS=.9QfxLGZChrXqdJ5ND3MUS1XB50-


 
    Received a grade of DISTINCTION for CSO-107 - Bridge Operations from the School of IOSTS - College of Starship 

Operations (IOMS:COSO) completed on Apr 24, 2022.   

 

LINDA PROMOTES ‘CHICKEN SOUP FOR THE SOUL’ ON TV AND AT BOOK SIGNING 

    Congratulations 

once again to Linda for 

having a story of hers 

published in the most 

recent Chicken Soup 

for the Soul: Too 

Funny! book. The 

book came out on 

April 19 and Linda has 

been busy(ier) since.  

    The Chicken Soup 

people send all their 

contributors a publicist to work with them on publicizing the book locally and getting the 

message out that a local person has a story included in the most recent book. The 

publicist helps line up book signings, public appearances and interviews. Linda was 

interviewed on Living in the Heart of Virginia on April 29 and did a book signing at 

Barnes and Nobel Booksellers on April 30. She also had posters made advertising the 

book signing and distributed them locally (see photo).  

    Having written two stories that have been published in Chicken Soup books, Linda 

attended a ZOOM party with all the Too Funny! authors that had been featured in more 

than one Chicken Soup book. She said she had never attended a ZOOM meeting with SO 

many people and was amazed at how many of them had been published in MANY 

Chicken Soup books, including two authors that had been published in more than 30 of 

the books. They began submitting stories in the 1990s. Linda said they made her feel like 

a newbie amateur.  

    Linda said she has really enjoyed all the excitement and her participation in promoting 

Chicken Soup for the Soul: Too Funny! AND she said it is always extra nice to be 

PAID for what she writes. She also said her life was kind of busy anyway, before promoting the book and it will be nice 

to get back to her routine kind of normal busy.  

                                                             

WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 

       PETER GARRISON: 2018 SPACE CAMP WINNER 

    Peter Garrison, the Heimdal’s 2018 Space Camp Contest winner just turned 18 years old and 

has been trying to decide on a college to attend. He recently made a college commitment and 

here is what he said: 

    “It's official! I committed to the University of Alabama - Huntsville for Fall 2022. (Go 

Chargers!) To major in Aerospace Engineering.” 

    The Heimdal’s Space Camp Contest has had a life-long influence on another one of our 

winners. We wish Peter the best, plan to keep up with him and expect him to be in the mission 

that plants the flag on Mars (along with previous winners Carl Hayden, Jr and Adam Bryant). 

    CONGRATULATIONS PETER … 

   

RENEWALS 

      A special THANK YOU to Mike Davis, Bud Walker and Bill Booker for renewing 

and staying with our Heimdal “family” for another year … hopefully getting back to the 

normal of the “before times” (thank you, Jody!) 

      Our Membership Coordinator (one of the many hats he wears), Willy Smith sends out 

email reminders to everyone a month in advance of your renewal date. THANK YOU, Willy! And he will renew for you 

with the Heimdal’s PayPal account and you can pay us back if you’d rather do it that way. To pay the Heimdal back if 



 
we renew for you, please make your check out to Linda Smith and she will deposit it into the Heimdal’s account. 

We ask that you reimburse the Heimdal in no less than 60 days following your renewal. 

   XXX PLEASE NOTE: When Willy sends you your renewal reminder he includes in that email your SCC 

number and instructions on how to renew through Starfleet’s web 

site, as well as your expiration date. 

   Remember, Starfleet suggests you renew a month before your 

expiration date so you won’t risk being removed from the Heimdal’s 

roster, which happens at the stroke of midnight on your expiration 

date if you haven’t renewed.  

   Those needing to renew are:                                                                                     

May - Paul Muse – May 10 

    Zac & Chelsea Adkins – May 13  

    June – Annette Overstreet – June 10 

     David Frankham (Dennis) – June 17 

     Virginia Williams – June 19 

     Carol Arthur – June 21 

     Kelley Dudley – June 24 

     Darrell & Barbara Millner – June 29  

July – Joe Arnold – July 8 

     Mariea Stanley – July 21 

     Lem Campbell – July 23 

     Carl & Bonnie Davis – July 30 

     Michael Baker – July 31                                                                   

 

   BOLDLY GOING …  

By Weston Webb 

    I get daily images taken by NASA. I’ll be making a collage of 

some of the best ones from the month into a single image that will be in each month’s newsletter in a section called 

“Boldly Going.” This is the first in the series. I hope you enjoy them like I do. See photo collage above. 

RICHARD RILEY UPDATE 

From Richard Riley 

    So I had an unusual request 

for a commission piece. Create 

the Wampa from Empire 

Strikes Back but with a twist, 

dragging our hero, Luke 

Skywalker behind him  

    Such a fun build! A ton of 

work but I love the results! As 

for this piece, I did not make 

the Luke face or his costume. 

The client provided those 

which I then put on a custom 

mannequin.  

 



 
IN GRIFFITH PARK 

By David Frankham 

    And here is what we 

did on Sunday. 

    In Griffith Park, 

right near the Disney 

Studio in Burbank, is a 

train park where can be 

found ... Walt Disney's 

original 

workshop/barn, which 

originally stood in his 

own back yard. Walt 

used it to get away 

from the world and be 

by himself, to work on his miniature trains set (which ran around his backyard 

property, and which he let guests ride). 

   The barn is a recreation of the barn he remembered on the family farm from his 

childhood in Marceline, Missouri, and was moved to Griffith Park sometime in the 

90s. It is open one Sunday every month, and is maintained by a dedicated 

volunteer team of Disney fans and train enthusiasts. 

    I went with Jonathan David Dixon, Ben Wickey, and Mariana Yovanovich, and 

we were told there would be an appearance there by Margaret Kerry, who was the 

original filmed live-action reference model for Tinker Bell. We had met before 

during some Disney actor ZOOM events, and then live in Knoxville, TN, last 

October. 

   I was especially touched when they held a flag retreat ceremony, conducted by 

another special guest, Ernie "Gunny" Napper, who did the same thing at 

Disneyland for thirty years. At the end they asked if there were any veterans, and 

someone said that I was.  

    They asked me to take part, so Ben wheeled me up to where the other WWII 

veterans were standing -- I was in a borrowed wheelchair, as there was so much 

walking there, it helped get us around more quickly -- and it was noted I was in 

the British Army in WWII. They probably all thought I had been shot in the legs 

by Nazis and couldn't walk, so I had to admit I was only drafted in the last few months of WWII, and that after my 

training I was shipped off to Malaya and India, where I sat around, worked at a radio station, and ate mangoes. 

    Still, I was very honored and moved when "Gunny" saluted and addressed me, and gave me a star cut from an old 

retired American flag as a sign that my service "will not be forgotten". 

        Photos courtesy of Ben Wickey. 

Editor’s note: David Frankham is a retired actor who had an important role in the Star Trek original series 

episode “Is There in Truth No Beauty?” He is also a Heimdal member and is in his 90s. We appreciate his 

contribution to this newsletter. 

YANNI QUOTE 

From Dennis Henderson 

    “A little while back I was watching an interview with one of the astronauts from the 

Space Shuttle and in this interview he was describing his experiences while he was 

orbiting the planet and he was saying how beautiful Earth looks from above. He said 

that, much to his surprise, when he was going over Europe, he found that he was having 

a hard time telling the countries apart from each other. He said the reason for that was 

that the lines in the maps are not in the ground. It makes a great point: these lines really 

don´t exist. They´re made up completely and we perpetuate in the illusion that somehow 

we´re all different from each other and I think the world would be a much better place if 

someday we stop pretending that these lines exist and concentrate on our similarities 

rather than in our differences.  

https://www.facebook.com/jonathandavid.dixon?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWRk1hSSjAL0d_tyHhw8_b5Sz4sOfLR8ldnHXZ2bxEovazv-kVtpZS-3v7uAr2GKhyxR16BE_2hEhPALT4auA6916LzkUwrPnFarWZWxgmE1pgkpYjAUQOCIbmiA95gmriZ5ng4ubfNZ_joJ5SV1Z54gcky85-0q5lwUkPxIAPKwQ&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/ben.wickey.1?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWRk1hSSjAL0d_tyHhw8_b5Sz4sOfLR8ldnHXZ2bxEovazv-kVtpZS-3v7uAr2GKhyxR16BE_2hEhPALT4auA6916LzkUwrPnFarWZWxgmE1pgkpYjAUQOCIbmiA95gmriZ5ng4ubfNZ_joJ5SV1Z54gcky85-0q5lwUkPxIAPKwQ&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/mariana.yovanovich?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWRk1hSSjAL0d_tyHhw8_b5Sz4sOfLR8ldnHXZ2bxEovazv-kVtpZS-3v7uAr2GKhyxR16BE_2hEhPALT4auA6916LzkUwrPnFarWZWxgmE1pgkpYjAUQOCIbmiA95gmriZ5ng4ubfNZ_joJ5SV1Z54gcky85-0q5lwUkPxIAPKwQ&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R


 
    And I just want to remember one more thing … that everything great that has ever happened to humanity since the 

beginning has begun as a single thought in someone's mind.  If anyone of us is capable of such a great thought then 

all of us have the same capacity, capability, because we are all the same. 

    Sometimes we get caught up in our troubles and our problems and we let life slip away, but life is precious, all of 

life, and one must try to take in as much of it as possible.” 

    I thought that was moving. … Dennis 

                                           HEIMDAL STUFF 

 

HEIMDAL RE-SCHEDULES FIRST ‘GAME NIGHT’ SINCE 2020  

       We were so looking forward to our first Game Night in 2 years but, unfortunately 

we’ve had to postpone it not once, but TWICE due to rain. Not to let this stop us, Game 

Night Coordinator, Angie Arnold has rescheduled Game Night at Putt Putt for Saturday, 

June 4 at 6 p.m. at Putt Putt on Timberlake Road. We also have a new rain date of 

June 11, so mark your calendars and cross your fingers for beautiful weather in June. 

 

HEIMDAL AUCTION 2022 

    We continue to be optimistic about getting back to mostly ‘Heimdal Normal’ this summer and are moving forward with 

plans for our Annual Charity Auction on August 20 at the Lynchburg Grand Hotel. We already have several donations 

including some original paintings, 2 gift baskets and a never used inflatable Queen-size mattress with pump, so we’re off 

to a start. 

   At the May meeting we will have auction solicitation flyers for those of that are willing to help canvas for the auction. 

We will also have a sign-up sheet for you to sign up for an area to canvas. THANK YOU SO MUCH ahead of time. The 

auction funds everything we donate to our charities AND sends kids to Space Camp. 

   

QUESTION OF THE MONTH 

 

Here is the Question of the Month: What two stars of Star Trek: Deep Space Nine were married in real life in 1997? 

    Robin: Nana Visitor and Alexander Siddig are the deep space nine actors who married 

    Darrell: Alexander Siddig (Julian Bashir) and Nana Visitor (Major Kira Nerys) were married in real life from 1997 – 

2001 

    Zak: I got to this short-lived celebrity relationship in an interesting way. When I heard Nana Visitor speak at a 

convention, she was not introduced in the traditional way by the host of NOVACON. He just walked out and turned on a 

small TV. Sid revealed the relationship on the screen and then said “Where is my better half?” At that point the video 

stopped and we heard “I’m right here.” Then Nana came to the stage. I’ll never forget that. So, Nana Visitor and 

Alexander Siddig.  

    Jody: Alexander Siddig and Nana Visitor 

 

FROM OUR DEPARTMENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
<<SECURITY>>> 

 

 SECURITY REPORT, MAY 2022 

                                         By RAdm. Carl Davis, Security Chief    

          Little to report this month. Thankfully automated Security protocols have kept the 

ship and all aboard her safely within acceptable parameters. I’ve been on personal leave 

taking care of some real estate transactions on Earth that are finally at a close. Looking 

forward to having more time to make some changes in top secret Security advances aboard ship and 

in personnel management. I will advise command as needed. That is all. (Picture at right is Carl 

‘making top secret Security advances ….’) 

                  <<<SCIENCE>>> 

 

HOW GOOGLE EARTH IS HELPING DRIVE CLIMATE CHANGE 

From Google Earth – Willy Smith – Chief Science Officer, Starfleet SFDPP Certified 

    BEFORE we get into the excellent Google Earth timelapse “Doodle,” I asked Alexa what the definition of 

“doodle” was. I was surprised to see what she came up with… check it out.  ALSO, anyone that knows me has 

heard me remark on the number of trees in our area that have died or are in the process of.  We play paintball in a 

beautiful pine forest owned by Heimdal members, one of which is Heimdal Sciences Botanist and Chief of 

Security and I remarked to her about how many large pines were dead.  She said this was the first year she had noticed 

this many.  Although Linda and I are far from “land barons,” I find myself taking down trees on the lots beside us 

because they have fallen or dead.  I notice the same in the 25-mile radius we travel and have heard little about the cause.  

I’ve thought about climate change before and even noticed evidence but figured I’m getting older and other than not 

buying any costal property or moving below sea level (never have understood that) I figured other generations would 

realize we are goofing up the planet and DO something.  I don’t believe that anymore. Now we have a grandson and he 

will have to deal with what previous generations have left him. 

    Today SHEETZ gas stations (Friday, April 22, 2022,) customers will have the opportunity to make an impact and 

ensure our forests are healthy for years to come by donating their loyalty points to American Forests directly through the 

Sheetz App.  I donated 6000 points, 200 at a time … there goes a few subs and points off my gas but I saw it as an 

opportunity to do something. For every 200 points a customer donates, $1 will be donated to American Forests and Sheetz 

will match customer donations up to $25,000. The donation challenge will run through May 21, 2022. It’s not a huge 

amount but it’s my start. 

    There are innovative ideas starting that could lower greenhouse gasses but it will take effort on a planetary scale for 

anything to work. Now we have 40 years of timelapse images to show that things have effect … possibly permanent. 

PLEASE CLICK THE LINK BELOW FOR THIS ARTICLE TO MAKE ANY SENSE   View the Doodle 

https://www.google.com/doodles/earth-day-2022 

    Billions of people use Google Earth to explore our planet from endless vantage 

points. Created from 24 million satellite photos taken over the course of 37 years, 

Timelapse in Google Earth reveals the cumulative effects of human activity and 

its impact on our planet. 

    “Timelapse allows us to see our planet in an entirely new dimension — and 

time. Now anyone can witness nearly four decades of planetary change.”  

Rebecca Moore, Director, Google Earth 

    Learn how Timelapse is being used in partnership with other technologies and programs to empower everyone to take 

climate action across our planet’s cities, oceans, and forests. 

 

<<<MEDICAL>>> 

                                                          MEDICAL MINUTE: MAY 2022 

                                        By Commodore Tammy White, Chief Medical Officer 

http://www.google.com/doodles/earth-day-2022
https://www.google.com/doodles/earth-day-2022


 
     This month I wanted to tell you what I found out about what we can do if we see a child or an animal in a hot car. Most 

of us do not have children and know the dangers of leaving a child or animal in a hot vehicle even for a short time.  

    But, how many of us know what we can, and should, do legally if we spot a child or animal in danger. Many people do 

not believe it is a real threat or that a few minutes won’t matter, after all you’re just going into the store for one thing. 

According to an article I found on a local news station, a car heats up 20 degrees every 10 minutes. Children’s bodies 

can’t cool themselves like adults can. Their organs start to shut down at about 104 degrees. At 107 degrees there is severe 

injuries and death. This is called hyperthermia.  

    These deaths don’t just occur when a child is forgotten or left in a car on purpose for a few minutes. The National 

Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) reports that 26% of such deaths are due to children getting into 

unattended vehicles. They suggest always locking your car to prevent this. The inside of a car can reach over 115 degrees 

when the outside temperature is only 70 degrees. 

    There are things we can all do to prevent hot car deaths. The National 

Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) says if you see a child 

alone in a vehicle; make sure the child is okay and responsive. If not, call 

9-1-1. If the child appears to be okay, attempt to locate the parents; if at a 

public place, have the facility page the car owner over an intercom 

system. (I personally would feel uncomfortable doing this if the child is 

okay. I would call 9-1-1 and let the police handle it.) 

    If the child is not responsive and appears to be in distress, attempt to 

get into the car to assist the child- even if that means breaking a window. 

Many states have  “Good Samaritan” laws that protect people from 

lawsuits for getting involved to help a person in an emergency. From what I understand, from the local news site, under 

VA law, people acting in good faith to rescue a child from a hot car will not be prosecuted. 

    Your pets can also overheat if left in a car. Dr. Matthew Sisk from Brambleton Veterinary Hospital said that the hotter 

it gets, the harder it is for dogs to cool themselves down. Breeds with short muzzles are at a higher risk of heatstroke. 

Parking in the shade and cracking windows is still dangerous. “The organs that get damaged are unforgiving organs, 

especially the brain,” said Sisk. 

    There are things you can do to help if you see a pet in a hot car. According to the Humane Society of the United States 

Take down the car's make, model and license plate number. If there are businesses nearby, notify their managers or 

security guards and ask them to make an announcement to find the car's owner. Many people are unaware of the danger of 

leaving pets in hot cars and will quickly return to their vehicle once they are alerted to the situation.(Again, I’m not sure I 

would be comfortable doing this and would probably call 9-1-1) 

    If the owner can't be found, call the non-emergency number of the local police or animal control and wait by the car for 

them to arrive. In several states, good Samaritans can legally remove animals from cars under certain circumstances, so be 

sure to know the laws in your area and follow any steps required. 

    I am not the best researcher and could not find if it is legal to break a car window to save a dog. What I did find was at 

least two years old. At that time some states had laws that allow someone to break a window and some didn’t. A couple of 

states had laws that forbid police officers from breaking a window. 

     I, personally, would call 9-1-1. I would break a window to save an animal that was in immediate danger and suffer the 

consequences later.  

 

                        <<<<ENGINEERING>>>> 

 

         ENGINEERING UPDATE 

        Capt. Darrell Millner, Chief Engineering Officer,  

         Starfleet SFDPP Certified 

ENGINEERING: MONTHLY UPDATE 
 Monthly Ops Report - Engineering SD: 20220.06 
Capt. Darrell Millner, Chief Engineering Officer 

The Engineering Department continues to hum along true to form. Our team of nine has 

some amazing strengths creatively, artistically and support wise. We continue to build 

and develop with our departmental Zoom, newsletter, and emails. "Bud" has settled in 

well, Zak and Jody continue to be a source of great strength, and Kathy W. in 



 
communications helps to keep us on track in our little community. Zak completed two (2) SFA Courses in April and 

continues to keep me on my toes setting the bar. Our summer is gearing up with some interesting surprises.  

     I am personally pleased that the R1 Regional Coordinator Election has concluded and hopefully regained focus can 

once again be directed to the business of leading the region. I've read postings from many people from around SFI, the 

different regions, and CO's and the one comment that comes up regarding Commanding Officers, Regional Coordinators, 

Commander STARFLEET, or any leadership position and qualifications.... "Are you crazy?" These, as many positions, 

are vital to a healthy and successful operation of this organization. And if one takes on the challenge hoping for praise, 

wealth, or support - the arm chair quarter backs will set you straight. However, like our own CO - with your heart in the 

right place, the care of the crew you have been blessed to develop with, and the willingness to roll up your sleeves 

ANYTHING is possible.   

    The latest issue of "The Engineering Link," our departmental specific newsletter is hot off the presses and it, along with 

past issues, are archived on the Engineering Portal and easily accessible to all  https://trek.millnernet.com/home/eng-

link/ with the option to view, print or download as .pdf directly from the site. 

     Departmental reporting to Region 01 continues monthly and also participation in the PathFinder "The HUB" Social 

Event (updates are on the FB/ SF Region 01 page). 

    - Millner Out 

                                                                      <<<<<COMMUNICATIONS>>>>> 

 

 MAY COMMUNICATIONS REPORT 

 By Vice Admiral Glenda Blanks, Communications Chief 

    I truly enjoyed our gathering at the Anniversary Party. 

After two years we finally got to communicate in person-not 

by phone or by ZOOM, but face to face. We got to hug and 

shake hands with people. This was a big morale booster for 

me, as I'm sure it was for each of you. Man is a social being-we are 

meant to interact with people. I am inspired and uplifted by being 

around my friends. Hope all of you had a good time, too. 

 

CADET NEWS 

                                       

  

 

 

 

                       

 

 

Heimdal’s Cadet Corps: Left to right – Allen Hatter, Darrell Spencer and Jonah Ryan 

 

 

CADET ALLEN HATTER: TROOP 29 SPRING TRIP 

By Jonathan Hatter 

    On April 9, 2022 Cadet Allen and I traveled to the Pipsico 

Scout Reservation in Spring Grove, Virginia for the Troop 29 

Spring Trip. We would be visiting some very important 

historical sites over the next few days. 

    After arrival we set up camp and prepared foil meals for 

dinner. This involves preparing your vegetables and meat 

inside aluminum foil, wrapping it up, then placing it over a 

bed of hot charcoal. The attendees hung out around the 

campfire for the evening and enjoyed a few games before 

bed.  At last we all crawled into our sleeping bags for a cool 

night. 

https://trek.millnernet.com/home/eng-link/
https://trek.millnernet.com/home/eng-link/


 
    After waking to a cold Sunday morning we prepared breakfast and got ready to head out to 

the Jamestown Settlement. We took the ferry ride across the river and some of the boys 

enjoyed it more than the hike itself. We spent the day exploring the historical sites and 

enjoying a picnic lunch. It was a cold day with the wind blowing in off the river.  

    Monday was our day to explore Colonial Williamsburg so we loaded up and headed out. It 

warmed up significantly and we hiked all the way around the town. Our Troop even 

encountered a live archaeological dig underway. An old church had been discovered and the 

team was exploring it for what information could be found. 

    Tuesday was our final day to hike and we made our way to the Yorktown Battlefield. 

There was a short movie at the welcome center describing the significance of the battles that 

were fought there. Also on display was one of George Washington's actual command tents 

that has been preserved. I thought it was amazing to see something that he actually worked 

underneath to help create the United States. We spent the rest of the day walking the 

footsteps of the soldiers, and exploring the defensive positions. The Scouts enjoyed playing 

with, and on, the cannons that are on display. 

    We spent one final night, and on Wednesday everyone packed up for our trip back to 

Lynchburg. It was a fun adventure where Allen got to enjoy some hands-on history and I 

liked visiting some of the sites that I haven't seen since elementary school. These are great 

hikes to learn about the formation of our Nation. I recommend you go if possible.  

 

HEIMDAL’S PET FLEET 

 

THE KITTY KREW GOES TO THE CATNIIP CAVERNS 

By Nikki Cole 

    One bright and sunny 

afternoon, while all three 

kitties were basking in the 

sun and the lush green grass, 

Iggy came up with an 

awesome idea she had to 

share with the group: “let’s 

all go to the Catnip Caverns 

today!” she says. The other 

two look at her and after a 

short pause agree it would be 

a great idea. “We are 

running low on nip-nip 

anyways.” Kiki says. 

Crumpet nods her head and 

licks her lips in agreement. 

    Shortly after this, all three are in the yarn ball and ready to roll. It’s a bit of a trip to Catnip Caverns, but the three 

siblings don’t mind. Kiki, being the oldest and the only male was outvoted by his sisters about who was to drive them 

there. He didn’t mind. Crumpet sat up front and navigated, while Iggy, being the youngest, was in the back seat just 

meowing away about how excited she was to go. It had been a while since they took a fun trip together…....the last trip 

they took together was the fair and that was last summer. It’s been a busy year for the three of them. 

    When they finally made it to the Catnip Caverns, they parked their yarn ball in the basket and headed over to the 

entrance, Iggy bouncing with excitement. After paying for their tickets, they walked through the gift shop full of fun 

things to purchase after their adventure, such as Catnip from the caverns, collars with pictures of the caverns on them, 

fluffy beds infused with Catnip from the caverns that is said to help sleep, and the very popular Golden Milk that comes 

from deep within the caves.  

    Kiki and Crumpet drag Iggy through the shop before she can get too distracted and head towards the entrance to the 

caverns. It’s a long path outside to the doors that lead down into the tunnels of fluffy green Catnip and Golden Milk, but 

with a lovely view of a pond where ducks and birds frequent. Crumpet made a mental note to remember to look back there 

on their way out. One of her favorite snacks is birds. 



 
    As they reach the doors to enter the caverns and open them, they notice how much cooler, but humid it is down there. 

On a warm summer day it felt nice on their fur. They don’t do tours anymore, so the three are given a pamphlet that 

guides them through the twists and turns of the caves. Crumpet volunteered to be their guide and firmly reminded Iggy not 

to touch ANYTHING … as per the pamphlet. 

    As they walked through the caves they saw many awesome things and Crumpet gave them details at each stopping 

point. They walked by small pools of Golden Milk with reflections of the Catnip growing above, that originates from the 

large flowing fountain deep in the caves that comes at the end of the tour as one of the main highlights. They saw many 

different and “really cool,” according to Iggy, stalagmites and stalactites of Catnip that have been down there growing for 

thousands of years. The lighting provided in the caverns made for some really awesome pictures, most of which were 

taken by Iggy. As they got closer to the end of the tour, which took about two hours and some change, they reached the 

pinnacle of the tour: the fountain of Golden Milk surrounded by the very lush Catnip that gives the caverns their name. It 

was a beautiful sight indeed and definitely worth the drive, the three agree. 

    As the milk flows out of the fountain it glazes the Catnip stalagmites and stalactites with a golden and sparkly sheen 

that can only be found there, in those caves. 

    After taking many selfies of the three of them, Iggy agrees she is ready to head back, back to the gift shop before they 

leave. “Of course,” Crumpet and Kiki both say while rolling their eyes. 

    All three of them purchased Catnip and Golden Milk to take home with them as a nice treat for later, but Iggy, of 

course, went a little overboard. She decided along with the Catnip and Golden Milk, she needed a new bed, “one infused 

with Catnip from the Catnip Caverns, of course!” she exclaimed. Again, Kiki and Crumpet rolled their eyes, but also 

laughed at their little sister’s excitement. 

    The journey back home was a lovely one with beautiful weather like they had earlier that day. All three of them shared 

with each other what their favorite parts of the caverns were and showed off the fun pictures they were able to take of 

them. 

Kiki, Crumpet, and Iggy are already excited for the next adventure they’re going to take together. 

 

REGION ONE NEWS 

 

REGION ONE SUMMIT UPDATE 

From Kevin Plummer 

      Welcome to Alpha Sector Outpost, your destination for Region One events for the weekend of 

August 19th-21, 2022. All funds are collected thru the summit website for registration, 

banquet, rooms, and items on the summit website. 

https://bennustation.wixsite.com/r1summit2022 Also, you can purchase summit items 

at (please pay this site directly): https://region-one-summit.myspreadshop.com/all 

    The main theme of the summit this year is: The Chronicles of the First Fleet. We 

will be looking back at past summits with items you see or hear so be on the lookout 

for all the different things you may find while roaming the area. The theme of the 

costume contest is Cartoon Characters. There will be two classes you can do here. 

First, just come with the costume of exactly what character you are supposed to be. 

Next, come as the character you are supposed to be but with a Star trek look about it. 

This should be a really fun challenge to everyone. These can be any cartoon charter from 

any timeframe that there has been cartoons to the present. So go back to say Tom and Jerry 

up to heck, I don’t even know the cartoon names of today, but I bet people with kids around them will 

know them.  

    Bennu Station is so excited to be hosting the R1 summit again, with the help of a few other chapters and individuals 

that I will name after I have the complete lineup. It is drawing up to be an exciting and enjoyable weekend. There, of 

course, is plenty to do in this area, so no one can be left with nothing to do. 

 

REGION ONE REGIONAL COORDINATOR ELECTION 

From CS Steve Parmley 

    It is my duty to report that Phillip M. Cox, III has won the R1 RC election. He will retain his position as RC with a new 

tour of duty running June 1, 2022 through May 31, 2024. 

   Steve Parmley, Commander STARFLEET 

 

https://region-one-summit.myspreadshop.com/all


 
STARFLEET NEWS 

 

COMMANDER STARFLEET ELECTION 

By Stephen Stott, Starfleet Inspector General 

Greetings STARFLEET. 

    A friendly reminder to all chapter COs and members of the fleet. CS Election season starts June 1, 2022 with the 

nomination phase. Now is the time to scrub your rosters and make sure your crew will have current memberships as of 

August 31, 2022. Also make sure your members have a working active email address registered with STARFLEET. 

This will be the email address the election vendor will send the election information for voting to the members. One other 

thing: in scrubbing your rosters make sure you update the proper information with Ops such as inactive and deceased 

members not being carried as active.  

    The Membership Handbook, chapter 4 covers the CS Election to include the timeline. There will be an update to this 

but the timeline is set and will not change in the update. If you have questions please don't hesitate to contact me 

at ig@sfi.org.  

    I ask all members to help each other out in passing this information on. One of the challenges in fleet is that everyone 

uses different platforms to communicate and all too often during an election cycle members come back to me with 

feedback about not knowing about the election. As your IG and Election Coordinator I want to do all I can to make this an 

easy and supporting process for our members but do it professionally and legally within the rules of our organization. 

Thank you for your support! Live long and prosper, 

RADM Stephen Stott, IG, STARFLEET--Admiral Jeffery Higdon Chief of 

Communications, STARFLEETcomms@sfi.org 

 

ATTENTION HEIMDAL MEMBERS WITHOUT COMPUTERS OR EMAIL ACCRESS: 

PROXY BALLOTS FOR STARFLEET CS ELECTION FOR THOSE WITH NO COMPUTER 

By Stephen Stott 

Attention STARFLEET: 

   With the upcoming election for Commander, STARFLEET, I am sending out the proxy voting application for 

those unique members that will not be able to vote by the email/online voting that we will use for the election. 

Those requesting proxy voting must fill out the attached form and mail it into the PO Box listed on the form by 

August 15, 2022. In accordance with our bylaws any voting by proxy must be pre-approved by the Vice 

Commander, STARFLEET. I request all chapter commanders pass this information onto those in your crew that 

may qualify for this request. Each approval will be done on a case by case basis. If you have 

any questions don't hesitate to ask me. Email address to the IG is ig@sfi.org. Thank you. 

   PLEASE NOTE: Linda has these forms and one will be included with this newsletter to those without computers 

or email addresses. If you did not receive the form with this newsletter please let Willy know immediately. We 

want ALL Heimdal members to be able to vote in the Starfleet CS election 

 

STARFLEET APRIL MEDICAL CHALLENGE 

From Pip Slack 

It's May, which means it's time to announce what planet is coming to you next  

Please welcome *drumrolls*... 

TITAN! 

The steps to aim to reach are: 

Journey: Starting point, Angmar Montes – 5 miles 

Dolmed Montes – 10 miles 

Gram Montes – 15 miles 

Merlock Montes – 20 miles 

Irensaga Montes – 30 miles 

Rerir Montes - 40 miles 

Taniquetil Montes– 50 miles 

Mindolluin Montes – 60 miles 

Huygens Landing Site – 70 miles 

Faramir Colles – 80 miles 

Nimloth Colles – 90 miles 

mailto:ig@sfi.org.%20%20%20%20%20I
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Mithrim Montes – 100 miles 

Bilbo Colles – 110 miles 

Doom Mons, Finish. 120 miles. Did you notice how Titans landmarks are based on The Lord of the Rings? How cool is 

that!! 

Your report weeks for May are: 

Week 1: May 1st to 6th 

Week 2: May 7th to 13th 

Week 3: May 14th to 20th 

Week 4: May 21st to 31st (4 extra days to cover the end of the month). 

Until then, you have a few more days to try and get as far as you can with Saturn, so come all, let's make a final push to 

reach that next landmark! 

If you're enjoying these challenges, why not try to get some of your crewmates involved too; the more the merrier! You'll 

all help cheer each other on  

Have fun, 

LLAP, Cmdr. Pip Slack 

STARFLEET ARTISTS NEEDED 

By Jeremy Carsten 

Greetings STARFLEET!  

    By order of the Commander, STARFLEET, I am soliciting 2-3 artists to design the physical, wearable, annual awards 

for SFI. Preferably one of these artists will be from non-US locations. 

    Said artists need: -to be able to produce a design that works in 3D, possibly even 3D printable-provide designs in a 

variety of file formats, to include STL, vector, and raster images-Access and willing to use Discord (that is where the 

committee meets/works)-Understand all submitted works then belong to SFI-Willing and able to work with a diverse team 

Interested parties please contact me at RC@region3.org. 

In Service,  

Jeremy Carsten, Regional Coordinator, STARFLEET Region 3 

                                              STAR TREK NEWS 

 

LITTLE KNOWN STAR TREK FACTS 

    In "Plato's Stepchildren," Spock is forced by evil telepathic aliens -- the 

same ones who made Kirk and Uhura kiss -- to cry, laugh, and tenderly sing. 

    The song was a gem, remembered by many fans as the "bitter dregs" song 

due to the last line of the first verse: "Ahh, ah, ah, bitter dregs." 

    The real title was "Maiden Wine," and Leonard Nimoy wrote the 

song himself. 

    In 1969, it turned up on an album of his called The Touch of Leonard 

Nimoy, complete with another verse and a full musical arrangement. 

    That was one of five albums by Leonard Nimoy; the first came out in 

1967 and was called Mr. Spock's Music From Outer Space. It was re-

released on a limited basis in 2017 for Record Store Day. 

 

STAR TREK: PICARD 

By Glenda Blanks 

   Star Trek Picard has been great this season. Whoopie Goldberg is back as 

Guinan, John Delancie is Q, and Brent Spiner is an ancestor of Dr. Doing, 

Data's creator. And there's a 21st century police car chase involving Seven of 

Nine. 

    Unfortunately the series is over for this season, but it was renewed for a 

third season. It's on Paramount plus, a subscription channel, but it's only $7 

and something with ads, and $10 without ads. And there are other shows: 

Discovery, and the animated series Star Trek: Lower Decks, and Prodigy, 

which has Kate Mulgrew as the voice of Adm. Kathryn Janeway. For us it's 

well worth the $10/month. 
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STAR TREK: STRANGE NEW WORLDS STAR ANSON MOUNT ADDRESSES RUMORS HE’S EXITING 

THE SHOW AFTER SEASON 1 

From Star Trek News 

    The new Star Trek: Strange New Worlds TV series will let fans see the 

adventures of the USS Enterprise in the early days before Captain James T. 

Kirk took over the helm. Kirk's mentor, Captain Christopher Pike, will be 

the protagonist of Strange New Worlds – at least in Season 1. Knowing 

how Star Trek lore plays out, there's been a lot of question of just how long 

Pike will remain in the captain's chair of Strange New Worlds' Enterprise – 

especially since the show has already gone ahead and cast a younger 

version of James Kirk (played by Vampire Diaries' Paul Wesley).  

    In a new interview, Anson Mount addresses rumors that he'll only be 

starring as Captain Kirk in Star Trek: Strange New Worlds Season 1:  

    "We wanted to do a true prequel — PREQUEL — to the original series, and that is couched in the Pike years. But, as 

you know, in the world of TV scripting, one season does not necessarily correspond to one year," Anson Mount 

told Cinemablend. "As we get into the show, there's really... I'm not sure 

we've really demarcated how far time is progressing between seasons. So, I 

don't know. We'll see where it ends up. But, yeah, no, that would be a very 

different show." 

    Anson Mount first made his Star Trek debut in Star Trek: 

Discovery Season 2, where his Enterprise crew (including Ethan Peck's 

Young Spock) helped Michael Burnham and the USS Discovery crew 

solve a mystery that spanned time and space. Discovery served as 

something of a prequel to the prequel, acting as a launch pad to this Strange 

New Worlds spinoff. Mount's take on Captain Pike (one of the oldest and 

most iconic Star Trek characters) overwhelmingly won over fans, which is a big reason why Paramount felt like he could 

carry an entire spinoff series. Only bringing Mount on for one season before transitioning back into the format of Star 

Trek TOS would be bafflingly redundant.  

    Indeed, a lot of early intrigue for Star Trek: Strange New Worlds has to do with the show's mix of classic retro Star 

Trek TV fun, and the new-age vision of the franchise that's become a staple of Paramount's Star Trek TV Universe. It's a 

balance that can be maintained for multiple seasons of storytelling, while still providing a controlled enough framework 

that Strange New Worlds wouldn't have to outlast its welcome before switching out Pike for Kirk, and synching up with 

the original canon again.  

 

 REVIEWS 

 

FINAL FRONTIER AND FIRST FORAY 

Review of Star Trek: The Art of John Eaves 

By Zak Lyon 

     In the 1950s, writer Benny Russell had a seed of a story in his head inspired by a drawing. Haunting, detailed, and 

clear. As he dwelled on it, every line of the drawing became clearer and clearer. Every line of his story about a lonely 

outpost at the frontier of known space more defined. That drawing of USAF DS/9 set Benny on a journey to write “the 

words.” A story that would become meaningful to so many of us. A story known in 1998 as Far Beyond the Stars. But 

that astounding drawing did not originate with the 1950s illustrator of Incredible Tales Magazine (who looks suspiciously 

like Gen. Martok.) That drawing which inspired Benjamin Sisko’s alter ego originated with the artist John Eaves. I was 

brought face to face with it in the book, Star Trek: The Art of John Eaves. 

    I received this book for Christmas, and was flipping through it, as is my custom with new art books. Because of my 

affinity for DS9, I stopped when I saw pulp-artwork from Incredible Tales Magazine. A confluence of events had ignited 

my earlier Star Trek fandom, but Deep Space 9 solidified it. And Far Beyond the Stars was one of my favorite episodes. I 

then saw the drawing that inspired Benny Russell. Done by John Eaves. DS9 was his foray into Star Trek television. It 

was the beginning of mine as well. It felt like this is where I should begin my book review.  

    Who is John Eaves? He is an artist and designer extraordinaire who spent a good deal of his career designing ships, 

environments, and iconography that has become synonymous with the visual language of Star Trek. From the Final 
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Frontier shuttles to the Phoenix design, from the refit of DS9 to Generation’s Stellar Cartography – Eaves has conceived 

them all.  

    Published in 2018 (so Eaves has done more since), this 10”x12” coffee table book by Joe Nazzaro is divided into 5 

chapters. Life Before Star Trek. The Movies. The Television Series. The Kelvin Timeline. Star Trek: Discovery. It is 

filled with drawings, blueprints, and design concepts for everything from Vulcan jewelry to the USS Discovery. “No 

round Nacelles, what are we going to do now?” John remembers. 

     John started drawing at the age of 8. And at 13, he was 

hooked. “Jaws made me realize that people could draw for a 

living.” He received a book about the making of Jaws which 

included the designs. I guess you could say it was a “shark of 

inspiration” for him. (couldn’t resist the pun.) About the 

same time, he became interested in science fiction and his art 

took a turn to detailed drawings of ships and stations. In high 

school he discovered he was color blind. Today most of his 

designs are in black and white, so it works! “…the Borg 

Cube and sphere, I ran out of a lot of ink pens with those 

designs,” John says. 

    The majority of his Star Trek work was for the movies, 

DS9 and Enterprise, but he contributed to many other shows and game design. Final Frontier was his first venture into 

the world of Star Trek where he created models. He was transferred to the art department on Generations where he 

remained. We have him to thank for the first Sovereign Class starship and the look of the first warp capable ship. He spent 

a good deal of time studying the Titan missile before converting it to the Phoenix.  

     One reason I loved this book is that Eaves designed the Trek for my generation. I could spend hours poring over it. I 

never thought about all the time and talent that went into design. For example, the Hull damage in Nemesis was designed 

by Eaves. The drawings were awesome. He designed the Borg Queen and described how they had to alter design based on 

budget. (His original looked much cooler.) He thinks about the logic and science of how things would work when he 

designs weapons, tools and stations. He designs everything that supports the story. Things that sometimes tend to fade into 

background but make the worlds real. The book made me appreciate that it is the skill of the designers that goes light-

years toward making Trek…trek.  

    I loved this quote: “Unlike DS9, we had an overwhelming number of ships on Enterprise. By the middle of the first 

season, I was out of different shapes for ships. I would go to the…store…look at the kitchen aisle, so a couple of ships 

look like blenders or juice mixers.”  

    When talking about his Discovery experiences, Eaves said, “I never thought I would be lucky enough to work on Star 

Trek.” I am glad I was lucky enough to find this book under the Christmas tree.  

 

THE DARK SIDE OF NEVER AND “THE BATMAN” 

                                                                         By Lt. Bud Walker 

    There are few fictional characters in American culture that have survived and 

become as enduring as Batman. Much of that endurance is because the character has 

evolved and adapted to the changing culture surrounding us. I am old enough to have 

witnessed Batman going from a 1950’s crusader spitting out campy one-liners to a 

gravel voiced shadowy vigilante. It seems that every decade finds a reason to 

“reboot” this character and make him fit the needs of a new crop of fans as well as 

old. So, in our current time of pandemic disease and divisive politics, comes along 

another “reboot” in the latest movie adaption, “The Batman.” 

    There are plenty of movie reviews out there and I will make no attempt to recreate 

that here. Instead, I would like to explore a theme within the film. This movie shows 

us a younger and less polished Batman. He makes mistakes. The villain(s) sometime 

get the upper hand. Presumably we are seeing how Batman was in his early career. 

However, this is not an origin story. It simply picks up at a point in his life when it is 

clear that Batman is still trying to figure out how to be, well ….. Batman. 

    Last year, I was sitting in a movie theatre with family when the trailer for “The 

Batman” played on the big screen. After watching it, my sister leaned over and asked 

me, “Batman just seems to get darker and darker. How dark can Batman get?” Little 



 
did she know that was the very question that this film wrestles with and would be the theme for the entire story. How dark 

does Batman need to be? 

    Like most people, I experienced bullying at some point in my childhood. My experience happened to occur at the same 

time I was starting to read comic books. The reason I liked Batman more than other titles, was his ability to overcome fear 

and induce fear in others. As a young kid who often got pushed around, I liked the idea of a good guy being scary. I did 

not want Superman to swoop in and enforce peace on everyone, I wanted Batman to swing in and beat the poo-turkey out 

of the bad guys. And yes, I often fantasized donning a cape and cowl and doing this to all the big bullies in my life! For 

this reason, I admit that I liked the darker versions of Batman. 

    The film opens with a scene played often in the trailers, so I am not giving out any spoilers. The Batman appears out of 

the shadow in a dark alleyway populated by gang bangers and bullies. He then proceeds to beat the poo-turkey out of 

them, pummeling one into the ground and telling him, “I’m vengeance!” After the bad guys run away, the actual victim 

looks up at The Batman and whispers, “Please … don’t hurt me.” Batman looks down on him and says nothing. This is 

the dark version of the character that we are accustomed to seeing.  

    The story progresses on to a mystery whodunit, and while there will still be occasional pummeling, Batman finds 

himself relying more on his intellect than his fists. In this film version, Alfred is not just a helpful enabler but is Batman’s 

conscience, his Greek chorus issuing warnings about making life choices. As the mystery plays out and the questions 

mount, Batman must confront not only the bad guys, but the consequences of his chosen mission. By the end of the story 

Batman has come (with assistance from Alfred) to a realization: it is not enough to fight against something, he must fight 

for something.  

    I will refrain from details in case any readers have not seen the movie, but at the end of the film Batman finds himself 

helping victims, even igniting a flare to literally provide light to help people find their way. Which is a nice juxtaposition 

with the first victim we see at the beginning of the film. This movie gives us a Batman who realizes that it is possible to 

be too dark, and that he needs to inspire hope and unity, as much as fear. In this author’s humble opinion (and to 

paraphrase from an earlier Batman movie), in 2022, this is the Batman we need. 

  

CONTINUING ROLE PLAY 

 

INTERDEPARTMENTAL ROLE PLAY: EPISODE 10 – CAT’S CRADLE 
    Engineer Zak Lyon : I am surrounded by stabbing white lightning and undulating coral vapor clouds…and a feeling of enveloping 

calm that is so comforting it is hard for me to extricate myself from it. I feel I might stay here forever. But I am ripped away…harshly. 

    I find myself standing outside Holodeck 2 on the Heimdal. I check the console. One of my programs set up to run. Cat’s Cradle . A 

program I created to try to understand the twisting life paths of the man I have only known as my father but was known to so many 

others, by so many other names. It is a place I go to seek my El-Aurian heritage. But why am I here? Can I get back to the feeling I 

just had? 

    I enter the program. I am unable to control the settings…the images. The sub-routines were designed to allow me to assume my 

father’s role as diplomat, as scientist, as relief-worker, as inventor, as adventurer across his 400 years of life. But the scenarios are 

mixed up and confused. A Scottish Castle bleeds into a Club in Hamburg which cascades down into a wagon train in the American 

West. Images begin to stampede past. I can only make out a few. The Potala Palace in Tibet, Federation Headquarters in Paris, a non-

descript Bajoran refugee camp, The Royal Halls of Xahian. This helter-skelter overlap feels like a violation. I cried out to whomever 

was pulling the strings “what are you doing to my program?” 

    A voice chides me in response. “Interesting. My Program? How possessive you are of it. Find your own path within the chaos.” 

And then I look down and see the trails of thread I saw before in my vision on the shuttle. They were tangled. How could I follow? 

The voice materializes as a young short-haired bronze-skinned girl. I recognized her as the child offering me a thread in my vision. 

“Listen. And remember.” She said. “Of your long-lived race you are the 

longest lived in a way.” 

    A flood of memories aggressively assault my consciousness. The voice of 

my mother. “It has to be tried. We must leave. He's not stable enough here. 

But if we do, he’ll be so confused.” Then my father’s voice in a tone I had 

only heard fleetingly…fear, concern, Bbt hope. “He will always be unstable. 

For all time is open to him. That’s what happens to one of my people when 

they are born as he was. In the energy ribbon. In the Nexus.” My father’s 

voice fades. 

    What?! 

    Then everything changes. 

    I find myself on a different starship. But somehow I know this ship and I know this day. This is the Heimdal, but a different one. 

The uniforms are different. The console configurations are different. Wait…this is a Constitution class. I remember… Refugees from 

a war begun by the followers of the beings known as Sylvia and Korab sought asylum with our crew. How am I remembering this? 



 
    The leader of the refugees, Avenel, had realized that their telepathic abilities could be a beacon and the other faction could detect 

them. They could destroy the Heimdal. We attempted to hide them, to no avail.  

    “With the help of your peculiar crew member…” Avenel turned to me. “Yes, you child of choice. With your help we can save the 

ship and ourselves. We can send you forward to a future you (she looked at me) have already experienced.” Yes, I am confused.  Are 

they saying I’ve known two Heimdals? Avenel continued…”This may fracture the timeline, but your ship and crew will continue and 

you will have saved my people.” She was now speaking to the whole crew. “We will find you again. As friends we can do no less. 

Thank you…” 

    The moment of confusion fades. A teal-colored thread appears within the tangled red ones. As I pick it up, it untangles from the 

rest. And I follow its direction. 

    I am now within a grand temple. Avenel is there. Without form. I still know her. “You have passed the test of clarity. We brought 

your Commanding Officer here to determine if your ship could protect the artifact. We knew her from the other Heimdal. She saved 

us. But we wanted to make sure she was the same. Then you followed. So, we tested you instead. Your doctor and your pilot we were 

sure of from the start. The rest of you had something to confront. You are your captain’s test. Each of you has passed. As Admiral 

Smith said to us when we thanked her for all she did for us in the past – “a captain is only as good as her crew.” Her crew is worthy. 

We will speak to her now.” 

   Is she okay? I asked. “She is comfortable. We’ve insured that.” 

   Then, just like that I am back on the Stravinsky. 

    Robin: Captain Millner, he’s back! 

    Lyon: “You’ll never believe what I’ve been through. Comdr. Rowland. Check for a planet that wasn’t there a moment ago. 

    Rowland: It’s there. Right in front of us. 

    Lyon: Head there and we’ll find the Admiral. 

    Rowland: In the nick of time…we’ve just lost the Folly’s signal. 

    Lyon: Don’t talk to me about time, Larry! 

    Rowland: studies the sensors and hones in on a STARFLEET signature, “Hold on everyone, this is gonna be interesting – Hudson 

give me a hand” muttering under his breath “Stravinsky don’t fail me now” 

    Back on the Heimdal the battle continues. 

    Lt. JG. Kathy Whately (Comm Officer) and her husband Ens. Larry Whately (Engineer) are in 9 Forward with several other officers 

armed, covering the three entrances, protecting a number of family members barricaded there for protection.  Suddenly a floor panel 

shifts and up pops and Security Officer “Bud” Walker finds himself nose to nose with Larry’s phaser.  With a quick wry smile “Hey 

Larry, If you don’t pull that trigger, I’m happy to help”.  He smiles back “you’re lucky we need help Mr. Intelligence Officer” Kathy 

lends a hand and they lift him into the room … 

    Lt. Bud Walker: As Kathy helped Bud to the floor, he reached back into his waistband and pulled out a hand phaser. He adjusted 

the setting on the phaser with one hand, while pushing his glasses closer to his face with the other. Larry raised an eyebrow and asked, 

“What’s with the glasses? Going old school?” Bud seemed to hesitate for a second but then grinned as he replied, “Nothing wrong 

with old school, but I am allergic to Retinax V. So, I actually need the glasses.” Larry nodded as he, Kathy and Bud all took defensive 

positions, holding their phasers at the ready. 

    
WHAT’S NEXT? 

 

 LOOKING TO THE FUTURE 

    We’re starting off the summer with plans to meet ‘in person.’ Our 

May meeting will be at the Sugar Mill pavilion and June and July will 

find us venturing back into the Madison Heights Library meeting room. 

It will be like “going home” meeting there again. In August we plan to 

be holding our Annual Charity Auction and we are kicking around a 

special ‘in person’ event for September. So stick with us, get vaccinated 

and boosted so those nasty COVID variants won’t be able to find an 

unvaccinated host to jump into, and we’ll be on our way to close to 

normal.  

                                        THAT’S IT - WE QUIT … 

       We’ll see you ‘in person’ on May 21. You don’t want to miss this 

meeting. Thanks to our many contributors to this newsletter. You guys ROCK! 

       Linda, Glenda and Willy 

             

Disclaimer: No part of this newsletter is intended as an infringement on the Star Trek copyright held by Paramount, 

CBS, Disney or any other company or entity. This is just us doing good and having fun.  

   This newsletter is in compliance with Starfleet’s Privacy Policy - SFDPP. Email addresses and photos are used with 

permission.                                       
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We’ll see you around the galaxy… 

 


